
 

 

 

 

SPANISH ONE SYLLABUS 
 

Kathryn Wilkerson  

¡Bienvenidos!  
 

Welcome to Spanish One!  I am glad you have chosen to learn about a new language and a new culture.  
Our world is quickly changing and having a second language will be quite valuable to you in the months and 
years to come. 
 
CONFERENCE INFORMATION: I will be available to talk with you or your parents during my preparation 
period or after school. My prep periods this year will be first and third. Here are a few ways to contact me:  
 

 The school’s phone number is 342-2800. 

  My e-mail address is kwilkerson@tcss.net.  

 The school’s web site is http://hillcresthigh.tcss.net. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Spanish One is the first year of formal instruction in the Spanish language.  
Students will progress from listening to and repeating short, memorized phrases to using linguistic and 
cultural skills for expressing needs.  Emphasis is placed on dialogue and short readings, oral guided 
responses, the alphabet and sound system, topical vocabulary, and present tense verbs.  In addition to the 
language study, students explore aspects of the Spanish culture, geography, history, and literature.  
 
TEXTBOOKS: The textbook for Spanish One is Realidades published by Prentice Hall. The books are old 
and should be treated with extra care.       

 
MATERIALS: Each student should have the following on a daily basis: 

 Textbook – provided in the classroom (textbooks will not be assigned to each student, but may be 
checked out when necessary) 

 Notebook - three ring binder with pockets is recommended 

 Paper 

 Writing instrument (blue or black ink preferred for tests and quizzes) 

 Index cards for making flashcards 

 Highlighter 
 

PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICES: Technology can be a valuable educational resource. Students are 
allowed to use electronic and technological devices at SPECIFIED times and ONLY when authorized by the 
teacher for an instructional purpose. Devices such as smart phones, Kindles, Nooks, laptops, and iPads are 
items that students can use at the designated time. Students may also use these devices to replace 
paperback/hardcover novels required for purchase/use for reading assignments. If a student is using a 
device inappropriately (not in accordance with classroom instruction), consequences will be 
enforced as stated in the Hillcrest High School cell phone policy. 
 

o 1st Offense: Phone taken up and returned to the parent/guardian the following day. 
o 2nd Offense: Phone taken up and returned to the parent/guardian after five school days. 
o 3rd Offense: Phone taken up and returned to the parent/guardian after ten school days. The 

student will be suspended out of school for one day. 
 

REMIND: To join our class Remind 101 group messaging, text @span1201 to 81010. 
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ATTENDANCE and MAKE-UP WORK: Class attendance is essential to the acquisition of a second 
language. A student who misses class will be allowed to make up major assignments and other work 
missed during the said absence or absences at the time agreeable to the teacher. The STUDENT 
should be responsible for contacting the teacher to arrange to make up work. Students shall have two (2) 
days for each day of an absence to complete and return make-up work.  
 

COURSE OUTLINE:  Each unit in the Spanish One book has two lessons.  We will cover approximately one 
lesson every two weeks. Some of the subjects we will cover include:  likes and dislikes, feelings, school, 
food, pastimes and the family. We will also cover many grammar topics: vocabulary, subject-verb 
agreement, direct/indirect objects, subject pronouns, parts of speech, and others.  
 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE CLUB: The Foreign Language Club is comprised of students from French and 
Spanish classes from both the fall and the spring semesters and students who have completed level one 
and level two language classes. There is a one-time yearly fee of $20.00 to join the club. This covers the 
student’s membership and a Foreign Language Club t-shirt. Students will participate in both social and 
community service oriented activities.  
 
GRADING POLICY:  Grades will be determined by a variety of assignments. 

 Notebooks - Notebooks will be taken up and graded one or two times during each nine weeks’ 
grading period and are therefore required in the class. Notebooks should be organized at all times. 
There will be times that the notebook check will not be announced. This will be an excellent tool for 
you to use in Spanish Two. 

 Class Work - Class work will include several things:  quick starts, notes, reading assignments, 
reinforcement/review handouts, and written activities from the textbook. Class work will be taken up 
and graded at different times during the semester. 

 Homework 

 Class participation 

 Projects 

 Writing assignments 

 Novel assignment (time permitting) 

 Quizzes (announced and unannounced) 

 Tests 

 Nine Weeks’ Test (comprehensive) 10% of nine weeks’ grade 

 Final Exam (comprehensive) 20% of course grade 
 
EXEMPTION POLICY FOR FINALEXAM: In order to be exempt from a final exam at the end of a full credit, 
four nine-week course, 9-12th grade students must 

 Possess an A (90-100) average with 6 or fewer absences*, or 

 Possess a B (80-89) average with 4 or fewer absences*, or 

 Possess a C (70-79) average with 2 or fewer absences*, 
(*excuses or unexcused absences)  AND 

 Have no discipline referrals to the office that result in detention or suspension 
The final course grade for students in grades 9-12 who meet exemption criteria will be determined from the 
average of the four nine-week grading periods for a full credit course. 

 
 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS:   

 All Tuscaloosa County Board of Education rules will be enforced in this classroom as well as those 
of Hillcrest High School. 

 Always have your materials and have them ready at the beginning of class.   

 When the bell rings you should be in your seat or you will be counted tardy. 

 Raise your hand during class discussions and lessons if you would like to comment or answer a 
question or if you need my attention. 

 There will be no passes out of class for water, bathroom trips, locker visits, or phone calls home.  
Handle all personal business on your own time.    



 

 

 

 

 Backpacks should always be on the floor and zipped shut once your daily materials have been 
taken out. Girls will also be expected to leave handbags closed and on the floor or under the desk 
during the class period.  

 Do not prepare to leave until you are given permission. 

 There will be no gum, food, or drinks in the classroom unless designated by the teacher.  

 The DRESS CODE will be enforced in this classroom. There are to be no low-cut blouses or t-shirts 
that allow excessive exposure to the breast, no exposed undergarments, no short shorts, no short 
skirts, no muscle shirts, no drooping pants, and no inappropriate pictures or suggestive language 
on clothing. Tights or work-out pants may not be worn unless a dress-code appropriate dress or 
shirt is worn over them. You will be sent to the office to call home for alternative clothing if 
necessary.  

 Make-up should not be applied during class time. 

 RESPECT - have it for your teacher, your classmates, and yourself. 

 If you hear my voice, you should not be talking.  

 NO BELITTLING - We are all created equally. 

 Use good manners, please. – Thank you. 
 
CLASSROOM DISCIPLINE:  Disruptive behavior is ANY behavior that causes a distraction to me during 
teaching or to another student during the learning process, including noises, whispering, talking, rustling 
papers, plundering through backpacks, passing notes, etc.  When these disruptions intentionally occur the 
following action will be taken: 
 

1. Verbal or nonverbal warning in the classroom 
2. Conference in the hallway 
3. Discipline referral to the office 

 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 
 

 www.phschool.com This is the web site provided by the text book publishing company. It has 
additional practice, study skills, and helpful activities for students.  
 

 www.spanishdict.com This is a free site and has lots of resources. 
 

 www.googletranslate.com This is helpful for translation, however, it does not always line up with 
our text.  
 

 www.studyspanish.com This site is good for reviewing grammar concepts taught in the 
classroom.  

 
 

I am truly looking forward to working with all of you, and I know we will have a great semester! 
 

 

                   ¡Vamos empezar!    
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